14    LEGEND OP THE BURMESE BUDDHA.

time higher by the length of a palm-tree than the pre-
ceding one. On the last time he stood in the air for
a while, and announced the law to the multitude of llahans
and people ; then coming down, he submissively requested
Buddha to withdraw into the interior of the monastery.
Buddha, complying with his wishes, entered into a hall
studded with diamonds. Thariputra, having bowed to-
wards the four points of the compass, said : " 0 most glo-
rious Buddha, a hundred thousands of worlds ago I was
prostrated at the feet of Buddha Anaumadathi, and ear-
nestly prayed that I might enjoy the happiness of seeing
all successive Buddhas that would appear during the
period of my countless existences. My prayer lias been
heard, and now I contemplate yon, 0 most glorious Bud-
dha, and it is the last time that I will ever enjoy your
presence. Now. 0 Buddha, worthy to be adored by all
rational beings, I will soon be free from the thraldom of
existences, and this existence shall be the last; this my
prostration before you shall be the last. The end of my
life is near at hand: seven days hence, like a man who
rids himself of a heavy load, I will be freed from the
heavy burden of my body." He raised his joined hands to
his forehead, and from the extremities of his ten fingers
rays of glory shot forth. In this position he bowed to
Buddha, and withdrawing slowly, with his face towards
Buddha, he continued bowing down as long as he could
see him, because it was for the last time. When Bnddha
was out of sight he took his departure. At the same time
the earth trembled with a tremendous shake. Buddha
said to the Rahans that surrounded Thariputra : " Beloved
children, your elder brother is departing; accompany him
for a while." The people, too, hearing that Thariputra
was going away, came forward, and gathering in large-
crowds, said to each other: " The great Thariputra, having
obtained leave from Buddha, is going to prepare him-
self for the state of Neibban; let us follow him, that
we may still enjoy his presence." Whereupon taking